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Mark Toback, Ed.D.  
Superintendent of Schools 

50 Nellis Drive, Wayne, N.J. 07470 
mtoback@wayneschools.com         

Phone:  973 633-3032 
                                                                      Fax 973 628-8058                                                                                                                                                     

 
 
 
September 5, 2018 
 

 
Dear Parents and Students: 
 

It is with great excitement that I write to you today to welcome you back to school.  Now 
in my fifth year as Superintendent of Schools, it remains a pleasure to serve Wayne 
Township and continue to push forward with our shared goal of providing an exceptional 
educational system.  I see the 2018-2019 school year as an unfinished chapter in a 
proud history for a community that truly values public education.  While the 2018-2019 
chapter is nowhere near complete, we do have a great start with an outline that was 
developed through planning, budgeting, and a tremendous amount of work completed 
over the summer. 
 

I am very excited to share that we have a wellness goal established for this school 
year.  We know that life in a competitive school environment can be very stressful and 
we are seeking out ways to provide supports and services to maintain a balanced and 
healthy lifestyle for students, parents, and school employees.  In addition to offering 
comprehensive support, services, and educational programs, we are happy to establish 
a limited number of wellness weekends where students and families are free from the 
rigors of the school year.  After reading about wellness weekends and learning from 
other school districts, we are confident that these special weekends will be a welcome 
addition to the academic calendar.  Wellness weekends are scheduled for October 5-8, 
January 18-21, and May 10-13 during the 18/19 school year.   
 

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) education has always been a 
strength for the Wayne Township Public Schools.  The school district pioneered the 
study of environmental science for elementary students in New Jersey by establishing a 
program with an interactive learning model developed in partnership with Ramapo 
College.  Now, the district is moving forward with a number of new initiatives including a 
robotics program for elementary students, a promising new STEM pilot program for our 
middle school students, and new science labs at both of our high schools. 
 

We are also very excited to share that the district continues to add value to the high 
school experience by making it possible for students to earn a significant number of 
college credits before high school graduation.  At this point, it is possible for our high 
school students to complete at least one semester of college work before high school 
graduation.   
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At the elementary level, we are pleased to share information about two new 
programs.  World languages have not been offered at the elementary level for many 
years.  We are happy to be able to offer Spanish to our students in third, fourth and fifth 
grade this year while we continue to explore options to enhance our world language 
offerings.  While we have an excellent music program at the elementary level, the 
district has not included a program for the string family of instruments.  This year, we 
are happy to be able to offer a strings program for our fourth and fifth grade students. 
 

In closing, we know that safety and security are two things on the minds of every parent 
and I wanted to make you aware that the district will be moving ahead, in partnership 
with Wayne Township and the Wayne Police Department, to hire Class III Police 
Officers to work as School Resource Officers starting this fall.  Class III Officers are 
retired police officers trained as School Resource Officers working under the direction of 
the Wayne Police Department.  These officers are in addition to the officers already 
working at our high schools.  We will be happy to welcome them into the district late in 
the fall once they have completed all of their training.  Until then, we will continue to hire 
police officers to patrol our schools and provide additional security as we did last year. 
 

Best wishes for a great school year! 
 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Toback 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


